Serial No. 09/530,253 

Amendments to the Claims: 

The following claims replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 



1. (currently amended) A locating system for determining the location of an object ■ in-aa -a r e a - 
eempnsing-a - plttr a ti - ty-ef - SBb-aF eas, said system comprising: 

at least one data carrier associated with the object and located in a location defined by an 
absolute position; and 

an information unit which is remote from the at least one data carrier,, for identifying a 
current sub - area area in which the data carrier is located based on the absolute position, 
determining sub -area boundaries corresponding to the Vk.umKVt -*i^HN>.o.u^\\oi..^:.^.A. 
transmitting the sub-area boundaries to the at least one data carrier, and identifying a new s«b~ 
afe aarea in which the data carrier is located when the data carrier leaves the current s ub-ar ea , 
area; wherein 

said at least one data carrier transmits its position to the information unit only in case of 
initialization and in case of movement of the at least one data carrier from the current sub-area. 
&rea> and 

a third party interrogates the information unit for the position of the at least one data 

carrier. 

2. (currently amended) The locating system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the at least one data 
carrier has a memory for storing the sab-ar ea boundaries and absolute position data, and a 
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comparator for comparing the position data with the area information when the boundaries 
eoFfe s pemimg-te - tbe - si t b -a rea are received by the at least one data carrier. 



3. (currently amended) A method of locating an object provided with a data carrier located in an 
ar e a - eomprisiBg"a - ; pl«r al it - y"ef - 8«b '-' a.F e a s, the method comprising: 

receiving position data by the data carrier from a position-determining system; 

transmitting position data by the data carrier to an information unit; 

identifying, in the information unit, a current safe-agea- area i n which the data carrier is 
located based on the position data; 

determining, in the information unit, sab - area boundaries corresponding to the tvk-^i-Wi. 
i un-.tii sub-area; 

transmitting the sub-area boundaries to the data carrier; 

comparing a position of the data carrier with the s afe- a r e a boundaries; 

transmitting new position data to the information unit only in case of initialization and in 
case of a negative result of the comparison of the sufe-area boundaries teaB-smi-Med-^y-fe ■■ 
lHfeffl : M:H-K»-tm-it with the position of the data carrier; 

identifying, in the information unit, a new s« 4 > - area area in which the data carrier is 
located when the data carrier leaves the current ^ w*^. i !.;.-;; >; and 

interrogating the information unit from a third party for the position of the data carrier. 
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4. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 3, wherein the current s^b - area area in 
which the data carrier is located is stored in the information unit. 

5. (currently amended) The locating system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
possible sin ■■■•^ are stored in the information unit as electronic maps. 

6. (currently amended) The locating system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the ■SMfe-tsfea 
boundaries are transmitted in the form of data of a polygon. 

7. (currently amended) The locating system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the information unit 
provides the third party with the position data of fte-.a.respective sub-area area. 

8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 3, wherein the plurality of possible 
s ab-areas areas are stored in the information unit as electronic maps. 

9. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 3, wherein the sab-area boundaries are 
transmitted in the form of data of a polygon. 
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